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SCRIPTURE and RE A oa 
25 "Go the.lawfulneſs of a Chriſtian's I 
15 | with Politics. = 


e 


4. a ACM |] and a ravening Bear, ſo'is a wicked Ruler 
ever the poor people. ca, 55 fooliſh Prince is als « a 
great oppreſſar. Prov. 28. 15, 16. 2 
Hear the word of the Lord, ye Rui ers of Sper fed are 
rebellious and companions of threves---ye love gifts, and 
* Follow after rewards---ye right not the fatherleſi, neither 
ſuffer the cauſe of the poor to come before you, 1/a. 1. 
Wo unto theni that decree unrighteous decrees, and that exorute 
the injuſtice which they have awarded ! Iſa. 10.  * 
I N ſet thee again the Kings and the Princoogl# c. For Is, 
. Ezek. 11. I---I23 
Wo 5 you RICH MEN, we 1 howl for your. niſeriet GE - 
that ſhall come upon you 4e. 24,25. Ja. 5. 16 
Go ye, and tell that TOA. Lute 13. 32 5 _ 
Fe ruling murderers, and breakers fo the law of God 5 dan 2 
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AVING often heard it aſſerted hy ſome. who nike 
a great profeſſion of religion, both preachers - „ 
hearers, hat a F chriſtiun has no buſineſs with politics 3. 
I é thin it my duty thus publiely to contribute my mite 
toward che better information of ſome, who 1 bein 
thus oppoſe the truth ignor andy ; as well, as toconfute, 
- others who ſpeak thus either through fear or ng 
3 And fitſt, what is Politics S- anſwer, the 8 
At, aul practice of government. 
Now with reſpe to the theory, or ſcience, the . 
book or law which contains the rule of conduct for a 
E Niuate chriſtian, contains that alſo for a King, or Senators 
and with reſpect to practice the Bible alſo holds out the... 
| ” rewards and puniſhments of the great, as well as the | 
” ſmall : ſo that it is impoſſible for a man faithfull to. 
reh the Scriptures, but he muſt ſee the duty aud a 2 
* of the governors, as well as of the governed... - "OY 
Such paſſages as theſe, „The unrighteous ſhall not 
Eers the kingdom of God, be not deceived, 1 
Wothicatore, nor idolaters, nor adulteters, . nor 1 $=- 
| y inheritance } in the kingdom ot - 
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Again, * An a wikelverer AY: "I men. 
1 to you, do yeeven fo to them. Matt. 7. 12. 

ke . 

5 A Thou ſhalt love thy eee as artet 
MN. 19. 8. 

And,. bleffed,---or, depart ye curſed, &. 
- Marr. 25. 34---40.. 1 ſay theſe, and multitudes of 
- Kmilar the Scriptures, belong e- 
Wal to the King a the Subject. 

Now ſuppoſe a King or — mould, in order to 
raiſe a revenue, or to gratify their pride and pleafi 
or partly ſor all theſe — countenance, ſuffer, or 
Connive at whoredom, ave. nv) lotteries, 

- drunkenneſs, horſe - 8 2 ghting, hunting, 
electioneering, exceſſi ve expences in obtaining neceſſary 
= by law, &c. &c. may not theſe things when 
ioned by government be very properly called 
© palrtics and when you warn your hearers againſt 
3 - whoredom, 2 plays, lotteries, or ruinous courts of 
A, &c. do not you meddle with politics, and charge 
_ the Heber powers with ſin or folly, ? » | 

Again, ſuppoſe a wicked Kin (and God knows there 
? have been MANY ſuch) ſhould command one part of 
his ſubjects called Catholics, to murder another part f 
{= His fabjetts called Hugonots ; becauſe they could not 
Pieve that a wicked man was holy ;—- 4 n op 
| 7 — and parl iament ſhould command one man t 
3 ber to death, becauſe he cou'd not believe, my 

therefore wou'd not ſay, that flour and water was MD. 
> and blood';-——-I Tay, if theſe things were net occurrin 
d you chink it would be the duty of French ot Engli 
I wen to obey ſuch orders (as the ſubjects of Los "I | 
We. '*-14th, and ary dic) becauſe they came from govern= # | 
ment, and therefore might properly be called politic — 5 

No, I bave no douht but you will readily ſay, that - 
che duty of every chriſtian to refuſe obedience to 
9 orders; and further, to deliver his o-wwa Joul, 7 
Teblely teſtifying againſt them, and thereby 2 ; 
os: to ye both the. wes mate and ug . 


. 3 i # How ſhamefully 25 .thoſe Preachers ute 3 
4 8 who in one part of their, public worſhip declare = 
e. have amt religious and gracious King, and afterwards i in, 
| aber ſermons warn the Alley; wi to An 7 law fs 8 
FaraQic R lives in! . "02 
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. Well then, you acknowledge that in ſome caſts it 
de the duty of private chriſtians to talk about politics; 
þ that is, about the plans and practices of government 3 


and e ſhudder with horror at the thoughts of the 
4 hundreds who were then murdered in England, and the 
thouſands afterwards in France. But now, to come 
home with the argument, if I believe mens lives, liber- 
ties, and properties to: be as valuable at this time as they 
were then, and that the Allies can give no better reaſons ® 
for the preſent TEN-FOLD: carnage and devaſtation than; 
Louis and Mary did then,---I ſay, if Lam fully perſuaded: 
of this, and-find myſelf e to be a ſupporter of 
the butchery ; is it not a duty which. I owe both to God 
and man to-remonſtrate againſt it now, as the French» 
and: Engliſh martyrs did formerly ? _ „ 
Further, if | ſuppoſe that arighteous, Almighty Judge 
fees and governs the earth, even the greateſt as well as 
the minuteſt tranſactions in it, [no matter whether per- 
ſonally, or by agency] and I ſee a government over me, 
like that which exiſted at the memorable plague and 
fire of London ;---on the one hand, drowned in pride, 
teaſure, covetouſneſs, and. idolatry ;. and on the other 
Rand enching the ſpirit of rebroof, by the iron rod of 
oppteſſion, if I believe, according to the tenor of the 
Scriptures, that wars, debts, plagues, famine, fire, earth- 
1 © quakes, ſtorms, murmurings, inſurrections, &c. are the | 
4 inſtruments or ſcourges of God's juſtice, can I boneftly ? 
bold my peace at ſuch a time? „„ 
| If Moſes and the Prophets in the old Teſtament, and, 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles in the New, “ had been as com- 
plaiſant to the powers of their days, as the Diſſenters 
and Methodiſts irs general are now, I have no doubt but. 3 
the Kings and Rulers, even from-Pharaoh to Herod, 'ox*. 
fill further even to-Domitian, wou'd have been as civile 
to them (except perhaps a particular monſter or two) ag, al 
our government is to the Engliſh Phariſees of the preſegg 3 
day. —and if a renewal * the. ſpirit. and conduct 'of 3 
=. George Fox and his brethren was again to take place 


20 But they were griey'd at, and continually remonſtrated{:t. 
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== againſt the exceflive rents, duties, taxes, hardſhips, ang E 
cruelties, which the rich laid upon the poor, in order to ſuppertiiny 
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among the Quakers, with Filihencls to advance into 
A he Whole council of God; and to rectify any errors or: 
- iImperfeQtions in their preſent docttrine or practice; I ſay, 
in this caſe Jam perſuaded they would quickly find the 
' buſineſs of fines and impriſonments, &c. going ſorward,. 
a8 in the times of Cromwell and Charles the IId. for 
.* pride, covetouſneſs, fuperſtition, pleaſure, luxury, and 
* oppreſſion would no more brook the true ſpirit of Jeſus.- 
* Chriſt at this time, than in the days of Henry, Mary, 
Cromwell, or Charles. May the good God ſpeedily 
1 fend among us fuch a meaſure of the truth as it is in 
Jefus, as ſhall turn the preſent Laodicean late of things. 
upſide-down, both in rulers and Subjects! * eee eee 
Suppoſe the ancient Greeks and Romans paid reſpect, 
reverence, or love to the pictures or ſtatues of fome i 
great or good men, as the Roman Catholics do now, -r 
even to a Mars, a Bacchus, a Venus, a Plyche, or a 
_ Plutus,---will not the oppreſſion, drunkenneſs, whore 
dom, pleaſures, or covetouſneſs of an Engliſh Chriſtian 
(fo called) even the' he were a King or a Prince, as 
certainly damn him, as the idolatry of ancient or modern 
- Rome did, or does damn them ?---and therefore is it not 
the duty of Br:tifh preachers now to teſtify againſt the 
_ geftroving fins, inſtituted or ccrinived at by an Englith _ 
Ring and Parliament, as it was the duty and 2 907 
of the primitive chriſtians to teſtiſ, againſt the idolatries 
- wiſtituted by the Emperors and Senate of Rome, even 
though death or baniſhment, &c. ſhould be the conſe- 
quence now as it often was formerly? _ 5 
be Briton who wilfully or deliberately drinks to 
"exceſs, as truly ſacrifices to Bacchus; the whoremaſter . ' 
and man of pleaſure, to Venus and Pſyche ; the covetous 
man, to Plutus ; and the promoter of unneceſſary war, to 
Mars; as ever theſe devils in human ſhape were ſacri- 
fnieed to by the old Greeks, or Romans: and yet, ſtrange 
= and horrible! our modern idolaters are called chriſtians z 
| Yen, moſt religious and gracieus / while many leſs blame- 
able, and more worthy ancient idolaters and philoſophers 


4 


But certainly, the retormation of the i, is moſt impor- 
tant; for whether the King goes to St. Paul's, or the opera- 
© houſe, the people will be with him, even at the expence of 

. their pockets, or the ritk of their lives! | - | 
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are; under the name of pagans, 3 by the ſame” 
- preachers to everlaſting torments !:-- 
many of the latter, tho' called heathens, will be ac 
counted worthy of immortality, when the names of 
many great nominal chriſtians, will be found written 


t | believe that 


only in the ſand, and the. memory of them periſh for 
ever.---- The Lord is a God of jadgment; by Him 
ACTIONS are weighed, and mere profeſſions abhorred. 


The grand hinge upon which all the books of the 
Old and New Teſtaments turn, is, DO- GOOD, + 
according. to your ability, whether it extend to ſupply 
the wants of vour fellow-creatures for the body, or mind, 
or both: and tho God: doth not always immediately - 
give ſuch ſucceſs to the endeavours of his:ſervants,' as 


they wiſh and hope; yet however, I do not recollect 


any inſtance from Moſes even to the preſent time, of 
great, general good taking place, without the inſtru- 
mentality of ſome zealous, faithful labourer. When 
many run to and fro, then it is that knowledge is in- 
creaſed. 3 e "7:3 748 e ee 

With reſpect to the prophets and preachers of the 
Old Teſtament, their interference in politics, that is, 
in the conduct of Kings and Rulers, is ſo often repeated - 


that I ſuppoſe no man of common ſenſe and common 


honeſty will deny it: but it ſeems to be the notion off 
many religious profeffors in this day, that the MORAL. 
or righteous practice of inſtructing, warning, reproving, - 
pos any or denouncing Kings, Princes, Senators, 
and Judges was aboliſhed by Chriſt along with the 


Moſaic law of rites and ceremonies, ſuch as. cireum- 
cifion, waſhing, eating, touching, ce. 


Now as to Chriſt himſelß, we ſhou'd remember that 
he was ſent more eſpecially to the Fewi/> nation, and is 
therefore call'd a miniſter of the circumciſion ; ſo that 
it ſeems rather out of nis province to meddle with the 
Roman government: but with reſpect to the cui 
rulers, I don't know that any of the old 't-ſtament pro- 
ets were more ſevere than he was.--- ſeremiah ſeems * * 


to rank one of the Kings of Judah with an 4%, or ac 


* 


, leaſt 


legnſt intimates that he ſhould 
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; come to ſuch an end and 

deferyed no better burial than that animal; and Chrilt 
compares the Jewiſh King who reign'd in his time to 
For, which in my opinion is a much more - hateful, 


© 'worthleſs creature than the former. I believe only a2 


ſalt part of what Chriſt ſaid and did is recorded in the 
Eyangeliſts, otherwiſe we ſhou'd perhaps have heard of 


- other ſevere animadverſions 24: hora now as he was. 


the King or civil N To the High-Prieſt, and chief 
Prieſts, were the Archbiſhop and Biſhops, or Spiritual 


| Lords.-—ands Elijah, Iſalah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, &c. 
ſiet their main artillery againſt the polluted prieſts, talſe 
1 prophets,> and hireling preachers of them days (as pro- 


feng more knowledge and holineſs, and flattering 


F wicked kings) ſs did Chriſt againſt the pride, covetou!-- 


neſe, ſuperſtition, and opp 


"of the Hierarchy, r 


- _ eſtabliſhed church- government of his time----The terms 


- and therefore in hing 5 
muſt as neceſſarily claſh witl | 
Luther did in Germany, or George Fox in England, 
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ſerpents, vipers, hypoctites, blind guides, whited walls, 
painted ſepulchres, children of murderers, devourers of 


© thepoor, &c. appear to me as plain, clear, full, and 


unequivocal as any of the epithets, charges, ot de- 


-Agaiti, with reſpect to the preaching and writings-of = 


te Apoſtles after the day of Pentecoſt, we ſee their 
E  plain-dealing ar Jeruſalem, recorded Acts 2. 23. and 3 


* diſperhon they went through all countries teaching, ex- 


horting, and warning the people every where to forſake 


1 the national religions by læw eſtabliſhed; as Acts 14. 15. 
f and 17. 6, 7, 16—31 and 19. 26, 27. &c.Now Church 


and State were as cloſely united in Italy, Greece, and 
Syria, then, as they are at this time in England:. 
ainſt idolatry, the Apoſtles 
the civil governments as 


when the former preached againſt indulgencies, and the 


3 latter againſt tythes: and I fuppqſe it was a foreſight of 


this which made Chriſt ſo n tell his diſeiples, _ 


ö that they ſhould be brought re Ming, and Rulers; 
ass witnelles, againſt their pride, oppreſſion, . covetouſneſs, | 
E idolatry, &c. of which he warned them that they might 
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5 8 4 God's choſen people were not left to act as they choſe, 


[0 2 eee 


5 e d ad Sade, en by nth 
Axangs or unexpected i 8 E 1 
With reſpect to the hoyticular- condut of Kings and. 


Rulers: am Chriftians,/Chriſt gi ou us a plain rule aue 
example, apy, — Samuel, an ; When yo had for- 
merly done for the Fewiſb Kings. ſhall de- 


termine to elect a King over you, ſays ye ſhall- 
in any wiſe ſet up him whom the Lord your © God ſhalt- 
chuſe, [that is, a bold, juſt, wiſe, 3 humble man] 
and he ſhall not be a foreigner, but one of thy brethren. 
Further, when elected he ſhall not keep many dee, 
[which devour” the land] neither ſhalF he have man 
wives; nor poſſeſs. mach gold and ſilven And he 
write him a cop of this law---that he may keep — | 
read ' it-—that his heart be not lifted up above his 
2 [whether rich or poor] but adminiſter juſtice 
impartially.. Deut. 17, 14 20.—At the concluſion of! 
Samuel's adminiſtration or ment, we find him 
appealing to his conduct (which is ſtronger than prereps) 
in this manner, whom have I defrauded 3 whom have 1 
oppreſſed? or of whom have I received any bribe? 8 1 
the people anfwered, thou haſt not defrauded nor op- 
preſſed us, neither haſt N taken ought of any man's” 


Rand. 1 Sam. x2 77 Again, we find David ſpeak - 
_ ing thus, The God of ſrael ſaid: to me he that ruleth 
over men mult be juſt, ruling in the fear [obedience} | 
of God. 2 Sam. * 3. Again, Prov. 37. 1---9. li 
not for Kings to drink wine, or Princes Rink drink,” 
= — drink and 3 the law, and pervert 1 2 judg- 
e er e. refuſe to hear or righten] as 
of the ed. e rich or poor] bur on the con- 
trary, open thy mouth, judge righteouſly, and plead” 
the. caufe | redreſs the ERS oppreſſed, te 
puor, and the needy. As for the iaſtructions, com 
mands, and threatnings to Kings and Rulers in the fin- 
| ſequent prophets, they occur in almoſt every page; and 
are much too numerous for inſertion here, attho' of  * 
dhe lame authority as the words of Moſes, Samuel, 
David, or Solomon | , 
We ſee, therefore, that the ancient Kings and Rulers. - 


IF "+ We find that though John reproved T Herod 7or all bis ent 
| xs (Luke 3. 19.) yet none of (te Evangeliſts gives the . 
, - intimation that John was to blau for faking that Tone 1 
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al ſo, find a rule or law for chri/tian Kings 
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” but were bound by a law given for theit own particular 


conduct, as well as by the general laws (whether moral ; 
of ceremonial) which were indiſeriminately binding. 


upon the whole nation, Kings as well as Subjects; and in- 


caſes of diſobedience, we find that God not only puniſh- + 


end them by plagye and famine, or by bringing the ſwords © 
of the neighbouring nations upon them, but He ſome- 
times raiſed up even their own ſubjecls and ſervants to 


chaſtiſe them 3 as · in the caſes of ſehu, and ſeroboam: 
no doubt, both theſe men were convinced in their 
don ſcienoes of the departure of their ſovereigns from tho 


Jaw of God, and did not act from a S lind impulſe. 


If we examine the vcw teſtament, we ſhall there, 
and Rulers. | 


Ye know (ſays Chriſt to his Apoſtles) that the Kings 


and Princes of the gentiles exerciſe dominion-over them 
(exact ſervice, duties, cuſtoms, homage, &.] but among 
© you it ſhall not be ſo, but whoſoever will“ be great ( a 


King, ſenator, biſhop, elder, &. ] among · you, let him- 


be your miniſter : and whoſcever wilbbe chief among you, 


let him be your Servant. EVEN+ AS I came not to 
be ſerved, | waited» on, or worked for by others, ] but* 


te ſerve; .and to ſpend my life for the: good of others. 


Matt. 20. 25.28. Luke 22. ce Gently ch J look 
| to figni 


cl his ſub) 


| — the words AMONG YO 
an 


the whole: + 

y collected body of real ehriſtians, whether the 
community conſiſt of 12, or of: 2000; or of 1 2000000, 
Se. And tho' a King ſhould be perfuaded that many 

are not real chriſtians, but on the contrary 

very wicked, that is not à reaſon why he (being a: 
chriſtian bimſeif ) ſhould take: from them (and much leſs - 
from the good) à revenue to ſpend in grandeur, pleaſure, 4 
and luxury, & c. No- doubt, God and His Chriſt fore- | 


kane that there wou'dione day be nations and Kings of- 


” - other law in the goſpel 
b Chriſt quoted above. No mention made about grand 


4 + How conſla tly do we find that the folly or wickedneſs. 
= of their Kings, Judges, or Prieſts brought a ſnare and a rod 
upon the nation !—and does not the Britiſh government at 
this time ſerm to pity and lament the preſent ſtate of the 
French nation upon the fame account, bad governors ?—but, 
= alas, if we talk of ſearching out, or reforming abuſes at home, 
bY —difaffection—ſedition —rebellion—tranfpor tation but it is 

= ad new thing for them hat do evil, to bate the light, : 


3 
WE. 3 5 


chriſtians (I mean es chriſtians) yet we find no 
their conduct, than the words 


ö 
palaces and thrones, ornamented temples, great riches. &c. 
- as Was to Solomon under the moſaic diſpenſation ; no, 
theſe are among the things which the Son of God 
took out of the way, and nail d to his croſs; and the com- 
mand by Paul, that women adorn (or rather clothe) 
themſelves in modeſt apparel, with ſhame facedneſs and 
ſobriety, and NOT with braidered [oi ribhon'd, curl'd,, 
powdered, ] hair, or gold, or jewels, belongs. to the 
wife of a Gentleman, Lord, or King, ass well as to 
the wife of the meaneſt mechanic. What is it but the 
demands of pride, luxury, pleaſure, idleneſs and covetouſ- 
neſs, &c. that fills the world with wars, rapme, blood- 
ſhed, famine, groans, and curſes! (James 4. 1.) and 
turns the garden of Eden into a howl'ng wildernets? -“ 
juſtly therefore is the law of Chriſt call'd good news, even 
with reſpect to its influence in aboliſhing and deſtroy ing 
| theſe works of darkneſs, and thus producing 8 
happineſs, and peace upon earth» though certainly the 
goſpel witneſs of regeneration and immortality, as far 
exceeds any earthly happineſs, as the whole world does a 
in of duſt, or a Newton, an inſect. 3 
When Paul fays (Romans 13. 1. J.) let every foul. 
be fubject to the higher powers, it is evident he muſt be 
underſtood with a reſervation of our firſt ſubjection or 
obedience to God; or elſe he wou'd condemn . the 
practice of all the prophets and preachers both of the old. 
and new teſtaments, and-his own among the reſt. . In. 
the above words I underſtand the Apoſtle to mean, firſt, - 
that in cafe of religious perfecution, private chriſtians 
ought not to riſe up in arms againſt: the Higher powers, 
(ke. the government, whether it be a Monarchy,. an, 
- Friftocracy, a Democracy, or a mixture of all.) 
But either to flee, or elſe patiently ſuffer 5 committing. 
their cauſe to God: and ſecondly, that we aught to yield; 
| Polit ve and faithful obedience to every ordinance of Han 
(as Peter words it) for the Lord's /ake:. that is, to ever, 
ood law. But from the ſcope ofthe whole paſſage, 1.-7, , 
Jam inclin'd to think that it was wrote at a time when 
| tlie Roman government was equitable and good; for they ., 
I This kingdom, I amiperſuadeds would well. maintain 
er ol preſent inha — if — _ 
iſhed, an land. and its. px e properly 6 and | 


8 $37 "I War 9 
by 4 3 2 


Foie . 1 * 
uy 
* 


© x 
3 
IJ 


* 


* 
= 


10 


3 hid fevers ſuch ſafer during the elend of Ke 9 IE 
= mrs, even Nero himſelf was a good Prince for ſome years 


in the deginning of his ſupremacy; perhaps therefore. it 
wou d not be wrong to readthe 3rd verſe thus, (vor our pr. 


. . good] rulers are not a terror, &c.” no doubt, our 
ä tran 


ators have many times ſupplied words of as much, 
or greater importance. We certainly can't believe 
that a petfecuting Domitian, Louis, or Mary would, 


pra ſe ot protect cheyn whom they were putting to death 
* for what they called rebellion or hereſy ; neither can 
ye believe that all the governments or higher parvers,. 


Pat are now, or ever we'e upon earth, are in ſuch ſenſe- 
the-orlinance or will of as that every real chriſ- 


tian fubjett ought to yield either active or paſſive obe 


1 + * 7. 4 


| * and owl for be e 
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Hence to them. The Scriptures abound with ſayings. 
hard to be underitoad,” and with „„ en- 
preſhons and dark” ſentences which. if literally or un- 


3 — Jimitedly taken, would contradict other p/aim parts of 


ture, as well as reaſon and experience. In the” 


Sexip 
above ſenſe underſtand that ſaying of Chriſt; Matt. a6. 


as meaning that aH**honſd be cut off who would. | 5 
inately fight in his defence at that time.-—To us, 


eon 


es Paul, there is hut one Supreme, the Father. z. x 7 7 2 
ene Lord, or Lawgiver, Jeſus. — to be obeyed before. 

| all others ;] and in another e tells, 5 that his 

© contention was with Frinces, wt and chief Prieſts. 


1 or. g. 6. and Eph. 6, 12. and therefore he cannot be 
fuppoſed to command obedience to all. governments, in. 
the ttmolt extent of the words. j 
Though all: rich men are not kings and ſenatots, 
"there are few or none of the 155 but what. are: 


rich men. "therefore when. James ſays, © do not rich 


men oppreſs ward Wy before the went * 

feats, e in, oo whe ye rich 1257 IP 

* nof as Joifly poly: thefe and fmilar — 1 
"Tich-men, as to ivate ones? Jea, 1 Foy 


4 + - whe” e is doubly ue to "the former; because 


ey are not only chargeable with. their gyn pacticular- 
12 of. injuſtice and opproion. but alſo; their public 
1 — rt 8 ſwerable for a great deal ee 
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| tt of the community is ruined by riches and uſeleſs | 
| . and another part of it by poverty and ignos 
rance - the former is deſtroyed by pleaſure, luxury, 
pride, idleneſs, covetouſneſs and vanity; and the latter - 
by ſorrow, hard-tabour, oppreſſion, and want of mental 
and bodily neceſſaries: and the third, or middle claſts, is 
haſtily falling aff to one or the other of the two firſt 
mentioned; both which are alike contraty to truth and 
righteouſneſs, and the general good and happinefs of the 
community. Thus the — of God inſtead of in- 
ercahng, flouriſhing, and gaining ground among us, is +. 
continaatly DECAYING } and what peace (as Jehu 
anſwer'd Joram)-is'to. be expected or deſired in ſach a 
fituation 2 If a ruler kearken to lies, fays Solomon, 
all his ſervants will be wicked ;” and We when we 
Tee whoredom and gameing, & e. winked at and encouras 
among the great from political motives, it highly 
| de every one that truly fears Ged publicly to rebuks 
5. and - Ip | : 
» = a5) e £H 


againſt fuch politics. 5 
. . trary to the ſpirit of truth and chriſtianity, to claim the 


that the Apoſtle Paul did not think it con- 


privileges belonging to him as à citizen of Rome; and 
”y : þ cage Britzfh Confitution the Commonyof this Kingdom 
have a right to elect (annually 1 beſieve) from among 
thearſelves Repreſentatives to make laws, (as one of the 
Eſtates of the Realm) and to aflow what money they 
think neceſſary for the ſupport of the (executive part of 
the government: now how can they praperly exeteiſe 1 | 
this right wit]rout-confideving 4he fate of the naizon, us 
well as the character and principles of them whom- 7 
hn al ready have delegatedꝰ © 
We know that many abuſes have by degrees crept”. 
into the Repreſentation, by the megꝝ ambitron'of ptoud, *- 
cCovetans, oppreflive ment; as well as that political con, 
verſation is much abuſed by many, whoſe chief aim x 
talkingor reading is to gratify their affection for novelty. ol 
| e cee. Eu but ifithe partial abuſe of a thing ws 
alu a ſufficient reaſon forthe  to:a/ abolition of it, 
then we ought not only to reject food and raiment, but. = 
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Parliament, are not the proper of re Repreſentatives of the 
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e, that not 0 learned, or powerful, 
e noble, or rich men embrace the lowly, mortifying, 
ſelt-genying call of Jeſus Chrift: but yet /me ſuch 
1 have had the courage to loſe the preſent for the future, 
things that are ſeen, for things that are not ſeen,--- 
Temporary exiſtence, for immortality: and the hope of 
| even a few SUCH FREEMEN from the clats of Law- 
ers, ſecms to me a matter of great importance. 
I am perſuaded that if ſerious, upright men did pro- 
perly reflect upon the conſequences ot the determinations 
and actions of government, then inſtead of forbiddin 
”  remonſtrances to rulers, they would ſay, weoru'd God that 
al the Lord's people were prophets or preachers to them, and 
| that He won d pour out His ſpirit upon them for that purpoſe. 
We know that Kings. Counſellors, and Parliaments 
"are any men,--always fallible,--often miſtaken,--ſome- 
times very fooliſh and wicked. | 
Suppole a government reſolves for war,---whether it 
from miſinformation,---from miſtaken notions of 
nght and wrong ;---or from downright proud, covetous, 
-cruc]-principles,---in either caſe the conſequences are as 
burdenſome. and fatal to the ſuhject, as if the war was 
ho and unavoidable :---and who can trace out all the 


_ - 0 " "Wk n 
3 * p*Se*,; we % 


—__ F 
n 7 
. 


- 


* * 
_— 
= 


. 


E 


Hhotrid effects of war N. -the curſing, twearing. lying, 
Healing, robbing, fornications, rapes, famine, burnin 
=. ftarvings, orphans, widows, maimings, murders, &c !--- 
= and is it no part of the buſineſs of a peace-maker,---of a 
fubject of the Xing righteouſneſs and Prince of peace, to 
= examine if a war which he ſupports is juſt and neceſſary, 
duch if not, to uſe his utmoſt endeavours to prevent, or 
55 Put a ſtop to it Again, ſuppoſe a government is given 
to pleaſure, idle neſs, or covetouſneſs, (all have the ſame 
* had conſequences to the ſubject) who can properly diſ- 
play the burdens which theſe evi] paſhons lay upon the. 
= poor !---hard-labour,. Ince. drunkennels, poverty, 
Sx, ſunger, nakednefs, cold, neglect of inſtruction, ſickneſs, 
ee,  unpriſonments, immature deaths, tranſportati- #4 
eis hangings, &c. and is it no part of the duty of one 
ho wiſhes to turn many 10 righteouſneſs, to endeavour to 
==; bring the people out of ſuch Egypt ian flavery, and to flop |. 
= the evil effects and influence of ſuch corrupt examples? 
= That the poor may have time and means and a heart to 
be rbinge which belong to their everlaſting peace, 
8 is the wiſh and prayer of | mo 
II areal fricat wboth the Tenant & the Landlord, © /- 3 
e BY "THOMAS. BENTLEY, | & 
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